
CEE High-Efficiency Specification  
Central Air Conditioners and Air Source Heat Pumps 

Effective January 1, 2009 

CEEs “Highest Tier" for each equipment category is highlighted 
(Terms of Usage below) 

 

 

Central Air Conditioners 
 Split Central Air Conditioners        Packaged Central Air Conditioners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Air Source Heat Pumps 

 
                     Split Heat Pumps            Packaged Heat Pumps 

 
Level SEER EER HSPF 

ENERGY STAR 14.5 12 8.2 
CEE Tier 1 14.5 12 8.5 
CEE Tier 2 15 or higher 12.5 or higher 8.5 or higher 

 
SEER – Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio   
EER – Energy Efficiency Ratio   
HSPF – Heating Seasonal Performance Factor 
 
© 2009 Consortium for Energy Efficiency, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
For information on tax credits for central air conditioners and air source heat pumps, please see http://www.cee1.org/resid/rs-ac/rs-ac-
tax-credits.php3. 
 
To search the CEE Directory of ARI Verified Equipment by the levels indicated in this specification, visit 
http://www.ceehvacdirectory.org/. 

Level SEER EER 
CEE Tier 1  

and   
ENERGY STAR 

14.5 12 

CEE Tier 2 15 12.5 
CEE Tier 3 
(Advanced) 

16 or higher 13 or higher 

Level SEER EER 
CEE Tier 1 

and 
ENERGY STAR 

 
14 

 
11 

CEE Tier 2 14 or higher 12 or higher 

Level SEER EER HSPF 

CEE Tier 1 
and 

ENERGY STAR 

 
14 

 
11 

 
8 

CEE Tier 2 14 or higher 12 or higher 8 or higher 



 
 
Terms of Usage 
 
The above specifications may not be reproduced, disseminated, published or transferred in any form or by any means, except with the prior written permission of 
CEE or as specifically provided below. 
 
CEE grants its members and Participants permission to use the material for their own use in implementing or administering the specific CEE Initiative to which the 
material relates on the understanding that: (a) CEE’s copyright notice will appear on all copies; (b) no modifications to the material will be made; (c) you will not 
claim ownership or rights in the material; (d) the material will not be published, reproduced, transmitted, stored, sold, or distributed for profit, including in any 
advertisement or commercial publication; (e) the materials will not be copied or posted on any Internet site, server or computer network without CEE’s express 
consent; and (f) the foregoing limitations have been communicated to all persons who obtain access to or use of the materials as the result of your access and use 
thereof. 
 
CEE does not make, sell or distribute any products or services, other than CEE membership services, and CEE does not play any implementation role in the 
programs offered and operated by or on behalf of its members. The accuracy of member program information and of manufacturer product information discussed 
or compiled in this site is the sole responsibility of the organization furnishing such information to CEE, and CEE is not responsible for any inaccuracies or 
misrepresentations which may appear therein. 
 
CEE does not itself test or cause to be tested any equipment or technology for merchantability, fitness for purpose, product safety, or energy efficiency and makes 
no claim with respect thereto. The references and descriptions of products or services within the site are provided “As Is” without any warranty of any kind, express 
or implied. CEE is not liable for any damages, including consequential damages, of any kind which may result to the user from the use of the site, or any of the 
products or services described therein. 


